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Itinerary Subject to Change 

 

Day 1, Saturday, November 23 

Depart on an overnight flight for your trip of a lifetime!  

For those leaving from LAX, we will depart at 7:30 am on Air Canada with one stop in 
Toronto, about 1 ½ hours. 

Day 2, Sunday, November 24 

Arrive in Israel, Jaffa, Innovation Center, Overnight in Netanya - overlooking the 
shores of the Mediterranean Sea 

Today we arrive at Ben Gurion Airport at 10:15 am. 

Our first stop will be the quaint biblical town of Jaffa, 

located on the Mediterranean. Jaffa is one of the 

oldest cities in the world, as well as the port where 

the prophet Jonah set sail for Tarshish. It is also the 

site where Peter raised Tabitha from the dead, the 

home of Simon the Tanner, and the location of Peter’s 

vision of the unclean animals being lowered from heaven.  Here we will be treated to Jaffa 

Tales, a multi-sensory exhibit where visitors walk on a virtual, floating bridge and 

experience 5,000 years of history and archaeology, bringing past heroes to life.   

 

Next stop, the Center for Israeli Innovation in Israel’s second largest city, Tel Aviv. This 
is a cutting-edge innovation center that tells the story of the Start-Up Nation through an 
interactive display of over 100 leading Israeli companies 

Then we drive up the Mediterranean to Netanya for our first night at the beautiful 

Ramada Netanya. 

 

Day 3, Monday, November 25 

Northern Israel: Caesarea, Mt. Carmel, Megiddo, Overnight at the Galilee. 
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This morning, we drive north to Caesarea Maritima, 

the port city that functioned as Judea’s capital during 

the time of Jesus. There are quite a number of 

references to Caesarea in the book of Acts. Caesarea 

was the home of both Cornelius the centurion (Acts 

10:1) and Philip the evangelist (Acts 21:8). Also, the 

apostle Paul was imprisoned for two years in Caesarea, 

where he gave a convincing appeal to King Agrippa (Acts 23:23–Acts 24). Here we will see 

a 1st century BC aqueduct, a well-preserved Roman amphitheater, the remains from 

Herod’s Palace, and a Hippodrome that seated 10,000 spectators in its day—where horse 

races and special events took place.  

We will then visit Mt. Carmel, with its breathtaking view of the Jezreel Valley, known as 

Armageddon in the Bible. Historically, Mt. Carmel thwarted armies and merchants 

traveling northeast to the Jezreel Valley. The name Carmel means “Vineyard of God.” This 

is where Elijah challenged the 450 false prophets of Baal and as fire miraculously 

consumed the altar, the people declared that the Lord of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob was 

the one and only true God. Then Elijah took them down to the Brook Kishon and 

personally slaughtered each one of them there.  

We continue to Megiddo, the site that faced more battles and bloodshed than any other 

place on earth. The word “Armageddon” comes from 

“Har (Mt.) Megiddo,” where a great end-time gathering 

of armies is prophesied to occur.  “Then they gathered 

the kings together to the place that in Hebrew is called 

Armageddon” (Revelation 16:16). Here we view the 

plains of Armageddon where the armies will gather for 

the final battle. We’ll see remnants of 25 layers of settlements, one built on top of the 

other, as well as the remains of one of King Solomon’s “chariot cities.” And we’ll walk 

through the tunnels of the massive underground water system believed to have been 

built by King Ahab 2,800 years ago.   

On the way to our hotel, the Ron Beach hotel right on the Sea of Galilee, we drive by Cana, 

the location of the first two public miracles of Jesus – turning water into wine at a wedding 

and healing a young boy. 
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Day 4, Tuesday, November 26 

Magdala Excavations, Mt. of Beatitudes, Capernaum; Galilee Worship Cruise, 

Optional Nazareth Village, Overnight in Galilee hotel 

This day will be spent around the Sea of Galilee, the second 

lowest lake on earth, where Jesus performed His ‘mighty 

works’ and laid the foundation of His ministry. 

We will begin in Migdal, the town Mary Magdalene called 

home. Here we will view the new Magdala Excavations 

revealing a synagogue dating back to the time of Jesus, the first synagogue discovered in 

the Galilee. Discovered in 2016, so far they have uncovered a synagogue, marketplace, 

fishing pools, four mikva’ot (Jewish ritual baths), mosaics, a domestic area, and harbor. 

Next, we arrive at the Mount of Beatitudes, the traditional site of the Sermon on the 

Mount. Here, we will walk down the path that Jesus would have taken His disciples, 

ending at the shores of the Galilee.  

Close by is Capernaum both the center of tax collectors during 

the time of Jesus and the center of His ministry in the Galilee. 

Here Jesus gave the sermon on the ‘bread of life” and healed 

all who were sick, including the paralytic who was let down 

through the roof. We can even see the foundation of the 

ancient synagogue where Jesus taught. Here also is what they believe to be the home 

where Peter lived with his mother-in-law.  

We then embark on what is a highlight for many: a worship cruise across the Sea of 

Galilee.   

End the day relaxing around the Sea of Galilee or take 

an optional outing to Nazareth, the boyhood home of 

Jesus boyhood home of Jesus, where we will take a 

tour of Nazareth Village—a recreated farm and 

Galilean village with men, women, and children 

dressed in period costume, as Nazareth would have 

been 2,000 years ago, in the time of Jesus.  
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Day 5, Wednesday, November 27 

Golan Heights, Mt. Bental, Jeep Ride, Caesarea Philippi, Tel Dan, Overnight in 
Galilee  

This is the day we explore the Golan Heights. We drive up 

to Mt. Bental, just east of Syria with a panoramic view of 

the Golan and part of Syria. Here we can see a dark, 

winding underground network of trenches and deserted 

bunkers which once belonged to the IDF (Israel Defense 

Forces). 

This will be the beginning of a two-hour jeep tour of the Golan. We will trek through 

Israel’s first farming settlement - up to Syria’s border where we can go in active Israeli 

bunkers, while gaining a better understanding of the relationship between Israel and 

Syria. Following this, we will drive by Mt. Hermon (Israel’s highest point and the most 

likely site of the Transfiguration of Jesus) then the Valley of Tears, site of the Israel-Syrian 

battlefield of the 1973 Yom Kippur War, where old tanks can be seen strewn across its 

hillsides.  

We’ll drive to Caesarea Philippi, a city built on top of an 

enormous rock where numerous springs gush out of the rocks 

around a cavern.  Here, Jesus asked His disciples, “Who do 

people say the Son of Man is?” Caesarea Philippi was also the 

"sacred" precinct of pagan worship in the 3rd century BC, 

encompassing temples of Zeus, dancing goats, niches for idols, 

and Pan Grotto—a large cave which served as the center of worship. 

Close to Caesarea Philippi is Tel Dan National Park, the capital of the ancient northern 

kingdom, as well as the headwaters and largest source of the Jordan River. Here are 

significant archaeological finds: a gate probably built by King Ahab, an old inscription 

referring to King David, the High Place of Jeroboam where Jeroboam housed the golden 

calf and built an altar — challenging the temple in Jerusalem as Israel’s religious center, 

and the Middle Bronze Gate, the world’s oldest known gated archway — the gate through 

which Abraham and his 318 servants would have passed while pursuing the Kings of the 

North to rescue his nephew, Lot, who had been taken hostage. 
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Day 6, Thursday, November 28 

Ministry and Fellowship Day 

Participate in ministry and worship with local believers. Celebrate a Thanksgiving feast 
with the Aliyah Return Center team of international believers who are renovating a 
property to provide housing, food, clothing, shelter, and job training for lone soldiers, 
new immigrants, and local Israelis in need. Visit the local Tamar Bakfar market for 
authentic Israeli products grown and manufactured in the surrounding Galilee area. 

 

Day 7, Friday, November 29 

Galilee to Jerusalem: Beit She’an, Qasr el Yahud, Mount of Olives, Shabbat at the 
Western Wall with a Messianic family, Overnight in Jerusalem 

We depart Galilee, driving south. Our first stop is Beit She’an, one of the world’s largest 

archaeological sites that was a major administrative center of Solomon’s kingdom and the 

place where the bodies of Saul and his sons were impaled on a wall. Continuing south, we 

visit Qasr el Yahud for a Jordan River baptism―the authentic location where Jesus was 

baptized by John and the children of Israel crossed into Canaan. 

Then we ascend a hill to the epicenter of all of human history—JERUSALEM! Our bus takes 

us to the top of the Mt. of Olives with its amazing views 

of the Old City, and the beginning of Jesus’ final path 

of suffering. It was at the Mt. of Olives that He prayed 

with His disciples the night before His arrest, it was 

here where He ascended into heaven, and it is this very 

same place where He will stand at His Second Coming 

and the mountain will be split in half from east to west.  

Here, we will see the 3,000-year-old Jewish Cemetery which holds roughly 150,000 

graves and is still in use today. This is most likely the location spoken of in Matthew 27:51-

52 where, at the moment of Jesus’ death, tombs broke open and bodies of holy people 

were raised to life.  



6 
 

As dusk approaches, we experience Shabbat at the 

Western Wall. We join in the festivities at Judaism’s 

holiest place in the world, where thousands of Jews 

gather to welcome in the Shabbat (Sabbath) — soldiers 

in uniform with rifles on their backs dancing, men in long 

black coats, and teenagers with backpacks! 

The next few nights we will stay at the amazing Dan Jerusalem hotel with beautiful views 

of the Old City. 

 

Day 8, Saturday, November 30 

Jerusalem: Gethsemane, Caiphas’ House, Garden Tomb OLD CITY: St. Anne’s 
Church, Pools of Bethesda, Via Dolorosa, Old City markeplace, Overnight in 
Jerusalem  

We begin our morning at the foot of the Mt. of Olives, 

where we will visit the beautiful, serene Garden of 

Gethsemane, with its ancient olive trees, one - two 

thousand years old. This is the site of our Lord’s 

passionate prayer to “let the cup pass.”  

Next, we continue Jesus’ path of suffering at Caiaphas’ 

House, on the current grounds of the Church of St. Peter in Gallicantu. Most believe this 

to be the authentic site of the palace of Caiaphas the high priest, where Jesus was 

incarcerated after His arrest. A statue on the grounds commemorates Peter’s three-fold 

denial of Jesus.  

Our next stop is the Garden Tomb, which many 

believe to be the authentic site of the crucifixion, 

burial and resurrection of Jesus. Here we will see an 

original tomb cut into a rock wall that remarkably 

resembles a skull, or “Golgotha.” Today the site is a 

picturesque, tranquil garden. Here, we will worship 

and partake of the Lord’s Supper in remembrance of His immense sacrifice on our 

behalf.   
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Then returning to the Old City, we arrive just north of the Temple Mount at the Church of 

St. Anne which many believe to be the birthplace of Mary. Today the Church of St. Anne is 

renowned for its extraordinary acoustics and resounding echoes which make even the 

smallest vocal group sound like a large assembly in an immense church! On the same 

grounds as the Church of St. Anne is the excavated Pool of Bethesda, believed to be the 

pool described in John 5:2-9 where Jesus healed the 38-year invalid.  

From here, we will walk a portion of the traditional Via Dolorosa, also known as the Way 

of the Cross, or Way of Grief in Latin. The Via Dolorosa commemorates the path Jesus 

walked under the weight of the cross, beginning at the place of judgment 

(the Praetorium) and ending at Calvary. It includes 14 “Stations of the 

Cross,” nine of which are found in the Bible. On the way, we step down 

50 ft. under the current Via Dolorosa to a large area made up of 2nd 

century Roman flagstones. In Scripture (John 19:13), the flagstone floor 

was referred to as Lithostratos or “Stone Pavement” (photo right). 

Etchings in the pavement indicate a dice game known as the “King’s 

Game,” with the objective of executing a mock king.  

The end of the Via Dolorosa and the last five “Stations of the 

Cross” are at the Church of the Holy Sepulchre, the most holy 

site in Orthodox and Catholic Christianity. Much like the 

Garden Tomb, this site is also identified by many as the place 

both of the crucifixion and the tomb of Jesus of Nazareth.  

We will then have some time to explore the Old 

City “Souq,” or marketplace. Most of the shops 

have passed through multiple generations of 

family members. Vendors from all four quarters of 

the Old City assertively sell their food, jewelry, 

clothes, and a myriad of souvenirs.  Here you can 

bargain to your heart’s content! 
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Day 9, Sunday, December 1 

Jerusalem: City of David, Hezekiah’s Tunnel, Pool of Siloam, Southern 
Steps/Southern Wall Excavations, the Knesset, Israel Museum, optional King of 
Kings church service, Overnight in Jerusalem 

Our first excursion today is the City of David where we will view ongoing excavations that 

reveal some of the most exciting archeological 

finds of the ancient world, including what is 

believed to be have been King David’s Palace 

(which was left undisturbed for over 3,000 

years—complete with walls, wells, and 

passageways). Here also is the Pool of Siloam 

where the blind man washed the mud off of his 

eyes and received his sight, as well as Hezekiah’s Tunnel. In 701 BC, King Hezekiah 

directed the challenging construction of a 1,750 foot-long tunnel, cut through solid 

bedrock, for an aqueduct to  provide water for Jerusalem in preparation of the imminent 

Assyrian siege (as indicated in 2 Kings 20:20).  

Then we walk to the Southern Temple Mount to the 

Southern Wall Excavations which include what is 

known as the “Southern Steps” or the “Teaching 

Steps,” originally built by Herod the Great.  Jesus 

would have often climbed these very steps to reach 

the Temple, and it is believed that He (and other 

rabbis) would have taught from the top of these steps.   

Leaving the Old City, we drive to the Knesset for a tour of the legislative branch of the 

Israeli government. We will be introduced to the nature of Israeli democracy, the 

Knesset's roles and responsibilities, and works of art displayed throughout the building.  

We continue to the Israel Museum around the corner. Here we will walk around a 

fascinating one-acre, 50:1 

scale Model of Old City Jerusalem 

or City of David—recreated to 

provide a realistic visual of Old 

City Jerusalem during the Second 

Temple period, prior to its 
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destruction by the Romans between 66–70 AD. Adjacent to the Old City model is the awe-

inspiring Shrine of the Book which houses the entire book of Isaiah, as well as other Dead 

Sea Scrolls—the oldest biblical manuscripts in the world.  

You have an option to go back to the hotel or visit the local King of Kings Community 

Church service (in English). King of Kings describes themselves as a compelling, Messiah-

centered, Spirit-empowered, disciple-making community revealing the true face of 

Yeshua (Jesus) to Israel and the nations. 

 

Day 10, Monday, December 2 

Western Wall and Tunnels, Yad Vashem Holocaust Museum, Jerusalem Prayer 

Tower, Friends of Zion Museum,  Overnight in Jerusalem 

We start out this morning at the Western Wall where, in the 19th century, Jews would 

gather to mourn their fallen state; the wall became known as the “Wailing Wall.” Jews 

worldwide place more than a million written prayers in the cracks of the Wall each year. 

After spending a brief time in prayer at the Western 

Wall, we will journey through the 

fascinating Western Wall Tunnels that link the 

Western Wall plaza to the northwest side of the 

Temple Mount. A highlight of the tunnels is the 

Western Stone, one of the largest stones in the 

world used in construction—46 ft wide, 13 ft high, 

15 ft deep, and weighing over 500 tons! 

We then drive to Yad Vashem Holocaust Museum, 

Israel’s official memorial to the millions of Jewish 

Holocaust victims. Individual survivor testimonies are 

portrayed through audio, video, and visual displays 

utilizing the victims' original artifacts and personal 

belongings.  

After Yad Vashem, we will visit the 14th floor Jerusalem Prayer Tower, a ministry of the 

King of Kings community church, where we will have an opportunity to “pray for the 

peace of Jerusalem” while overlooking the city of Jerusalem! 
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Our last stop of the day is the Friends of Zion 

Museum which presents the story of the Jewish 

peoples’ dream of restoration to their historic 

homeland, alongside the story of the courageous 

non-Jews who assisted them in the realization of 

that dream. The story is told magnificently using 

ground-breaking technology and virtual reality.  

 

Day 11, Tuesday, December 3 

Basic Group: Genesis Land camel ride and Dead Sea stops Extension Group: 
Bethlehem, Temple Mount Sifting Project, tour Mount Zion,  Overnight in 
Jerusalem 

BASIC GROUP ITINERARY: 

Our first stop is Genesis Land, described as “a magical place 

where visitors experience life as it was in biblical times.” Here 

we are greeted by Eliezer, Abraham’s servant who gives us a 

biblical overview and take us on a camel ride. The stories of the 

Bible come to life in the very landscape in which they took place 

in Abraham’s time.  

Then we continue south to the Dead Sea region. At 1,300 feet below sea level, the Dead 

Sea is lowest spot on earth! The Sea’s high levels of salt cause objects (like people) to 

become buoyant and float!  

A little further south is Israel's most popular tourist site—the 

majestic Masada, where we will ascend the mountain by 

cable car to see the remains of a 23-acre fortress completed 

in 31 BC by Herod the Great “as a refuge for himself.” In 70 

AD, a Roman garrison of 10,000 had just destroyed Jerusalem 

along with the 2nd Temple. It had now moved south to 

Masada and was fervently working to destroy the stronghold of 

the remaining Jews residing at Masada, who had fled Jerusalem. 

The Jews prevailed for three years, but the Roman Garrison was 

finally able to infiltrate the fortress—following 4-6 months of 

siege. 960 Jewish men, women and children came to a 
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heartbreaking decision—to burn the fortress and end their own lives, rather than be taken 

alive to a brutal life of slavery and abuse. This remarkable fortress will be imprinted in your 

memory forever. 

We turn around and head back to Jerusalem, first visiting Qumran—the ancient city 

where the Dead Sea Scrolls were found, primarily dating back to 152–63 BC. The scrolls 

were discovered in eleven different caves in this vicinity, all within a radius of about 3–4 

miles. 

This amazing day concludes at a Dead Sea beach.  At 1,300 feet below sea level, the Dead 

Sea is the lowest spot on earth; the sea’s salinity is more than eight times that of ocean 

water, which results in a very high density that causes 

objects (like people) to become buoyant and float! We 

can plunge right into the Dead Sea for a one-of-a-kind 

“Dead Sea floating experience” and cover ourselves 

with its renowned, therapeutic mud. 

We will enjoy our final dinner together with the group in Jerusalem. 

EXTENSION GROUP ITINERARY: 

We spend the morning in the nearby “Little Town of 

Bethlehem” ― the birthplace of both King David and 

Jesus. Here is the Church of the Nativity, site of the 

birthplace of Jesus. We will also view the shepherds’ 

fields and caves where shepherds kept watch over their 

flock by night. We’ll have some time for shopping 

(known for their olive wood carvings) and lunch in Bethlehem. 

We then return to Jerusalem Temple Mount 

Sifting Project where you will have an 

opportunity to personally participate in one of 

the phases of archaeology — “wet-sifting” 

through debris removed from the Temple Mount 

to try to retrieve as many artifacts as possible. 

Common finds here are pottery, glass shards, 

bones, metals, mosaic stones, coins, and jewelry.  
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Most of the finds can be identified and dated – and generally each group has a significant 

number of finds. 

We will also see prophecy being fulfilled at the Temple Institute where a group is ready 

to build the Third Temple. 

 

Day 12, Wednesday, December 4 

Basic Group: 11:55 am departure from Ben Gurion Airport Extension Group: 
Genesis Land, Qumran, Ein Gedi, Masada, overnight at Dead Sea 

Extension Group: See Basic Group Tuesday, December 3 itinerary. The only difference is 

after Genesis Land, we will visit Qumran, then Ein Gedi, and finally Masada, ending up 
overnight at the Dead Sea. 

 En Gedi Nature Reserve is known for its lush foliage, 

therapeutic plants, and magnificent waterfalls and 

springs. However, En Gedi is best known for its rocks 

and caves that served as David’s refuge from the 

pursuit of King Saul. In the Song of Solomon 1:14, 

Solomon paralleled his lover to En Gedi’s beauty and 

fertility. After the return of Jesus Christ, the Dead Sea 

will become fresh and En Gedi will be a place for fishermen to thrive.  “When it (fresh 

water) empties into the Sea, the water there becomes fresh. Swarms of living creatures 

will live wherever the river flows . . .” (Ezekiel 47:8-12).   

This amazing day concludes at Ein Bokek, the Dead Sea resort district. We arrive at our 

lavish hotel, the David Dead Sea with its own private beach, where we can relax and 

unwind.  The Hotel features a large outdoor pool area, indoor sulfur pools, and a spa 

center. Massages, body treatments and facials can all be booked at the spa center, where 

you can also enjoy a hot tub and dry and wet saunas. Fitness center and racquetball courts 

are also available for recreation. 
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Day 13, Thursday, December 5 

Depart hotel mid-morning for nearby Arad: Fountain of Tears and fellowship and 

worship with local believers, Palmach Museum Tel Aviv, overnight in Herziliya 

After a leisurely morning at our Dead Sea hotel, we drive to the desert town of Arad to 

experience the powerful Fountain of Tears sculpture exhibit, symbolizing a dialogue of 

grief between the Holocaust survivors and the Crucifixion of Jesus.  

Lord willing, we will be able to spend the next couple of hours (also in Arad) fellowshipping 

with the Whittens, a local Messianic family. Baht Rivka Whitten, one of Israel’s top 

Messianic musicians, will lead us in worship and her husband George will provide Israeli 

news updates and tell us about the joys and challenges of living in Israel. We will also be 

treated to a delicious lunch. 

Leaving the desert, we drive north to Tel Aviv to the renowned Palmach Museum, an 

“experiential museum covering the Palmach legacy through the stories of individuals and 

groups.”  Here we will experience a presentation of the Palmach, Israel’s elite fighting 

force (1941-1948) that assisted Israel in becoming a state.   

The next two nights we will stay at the Sharon Herziliya hotel overlooking the 

Mediterranean Sea, just seven miles north of Tel Aviv. 

 

Day 14, Friday, December 6 

Ayalon Institute, Clore Garden of Science Museum, Tel Aviv city and beach walk, 

overnight in Herziliya 

The fascinating Ayalon Institute, featured on PBS, was 

a kibbutz (communal living settlement) built in 1945 to 

disguise an underground bullet factory used by the 

Israel’s Haganah defense forces. Kibbutz members ran 

a 24-hour laundry service that functioned as a cover 

for the factory―operating under complete secrecy for 

three years. The Ayalon Institute was a significant 

contributor to the successful establishment of the State of Israel.  
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The Clore Garden of Science Museum is the first open-air science museum in the world. 

Visitors are requested to touch, experiment and play with over ninety exhibits spanning 

the grassy lawns of the Weizmann Institute of Science. 

Its hands-on exhibits come to life by twisting, pushing, 

bouncing and piecing them together. Experience a 

solar furnace that can instantly set wood on fire, 

water sprinklers that surround you with a full-circle 

rainbow, an exhibit that simulates walking on the 

moon, and a water channel that shows the physics of 

wave action, and much more!  

Spend a leisurely afternoon strolling the streets and beaches of Tel Aviv before heading 

to our Herziliya hotel to prepare for the next morning’s departure. 

 

Day 15, Saturday, December 7 

 

Depart Israel; arrive at LAX 

This ends our life-changing tour with memories to last a lifetime! After breakfast, the 

Southern California group heads for Ben Gurion Airport for an 11:55 a.m. departure with 

a 1 hour and 40-minute layover in Toronto. We will arrive at LAX this same day at 8:51 

p.m.  

http://davidson.weizmann.ac.il/science-garden/

