
ULTIMATE ISRAEL TOUR ITINERARY  

 

 

Day 1: Sunday, October 11 

Depart on overnight flight for the trip of a lifetime!  

We will depart LAX at 6:45 pm on Lufthansa Flight #0451.  for our flight to Tel Aviv, Israel.  

 

Day 2:  Monday, October 12 

Arrive in Israel, overnight in Netanya  

After a 3 ½ hour layover in France, we arrive at Israel’s Ben Gurion Airport, Tel Aviv at 11:05 pm 

and drive up the Mediterranean to Netanya for our first night at the beautiful Ramada Netanya. 

 

 

 

Day 3: Tuesday, October 13 

FREE DAY on the northern coast of Israel 

Tom Hughes will provide some options for you for this day.  

You can just relax at the hotel and the nearby beach or you 

can take public transportation to one of the optional sites.  

One popular destination is the quaint biblical town of Jaffa, 

located right on the Mediterranean Sea. Jaffa is one of the 

oldest cities in the world, as well as the setting of several 

biblical events. Here, the prophet Jonah set sail for Tarshish, 

Peter raised Tabitha from the dead and stayed at the hose of Simon the Tanner, and Jaffa was 

the site of Peter’s vision of unclean animals indicating the Lord’s desire to preach the gospel to 

the gentiles. Overnight at the Ramada Netanya. 

 

 



Day 4:  Wednesday, October 14 

Northern Israel – from the Mediterranean to the Galilee, overnight in Galilee  

 This morning, we drive north to Caesarea Maritima, Judea’s 

ancient capital where the apostle Paul was imprisoned for 

two years. On to Mt. Carmel, with its breathtaking view of the 

Jezreel Valley, known as Armageddon. This is where Elijah 

challenged the 450 false prophets of Baal. Our final stop will 

be Nazareth, boyhood home of 

Jesus. The town of Nazareth has 

several fascinating options relating to the time of Jesus.  Pastor Tom 

will be blessing us with a new behind-the-scenes look at Nazareth. 

We will drive through Cana, where Jesus turned the water into wine 

at the wedding feast.  We then arrive at the beautiful Ron Beach Hotel located right on the Sea 

of Galilee. 

 

 

Day 5: Thursday, October 15 

In and around the Sea of Galilee, overnight in Galilee  

This day will be spent around the Sea of Galilee where Jesus 

performed His ‘mighty works’ and laid the foundation of His 

ministry. We will first visit the Mount of Beatitudes, the 

traditional site of the Sermon on the Mount. Close to the 

Mount of Beatitudes is 

remains of the ancient 

town of Capernaum. 

Capernaum served as both the center of tax collectors during 

the time of Jesus and the center of His ministry in the Galilee. 

We are then treated to a St. Peter’s fish lunch.  After lunch, 

we embark on what is a highlight 

for many: a worship cruise across the Sea of Galilee with a Messianic 

boat captain! We conclude the day with an optional baptism on the 

Jordan River at the Yardenit baptismal. Time-permitting, visit a local, 

vibrant market.  Overnight at Ron Beach. 

 



Day 6: Friday, October 16 

Golan Heights, overnight in Galilee 

This is the day we spend in northern Israel, the Upper Galilee and 
Golan Heights. First, we drive up to is Caesarea Philippi, a city built on 
top of an enormous rock where numerous springs gush out of the 
rocks around a cavern.  Here, Jesus asked His disciples, “Who do 
people say the Son of Man is?”  Caesarea Philippi was also the "sacred" 
precinct of pagan worship in the 3rd century BC. Then, nearby is Tel 

Dan National Park, the capital of the ancient northern kingdom. Significant archaeological finds 
at Tel Dan include a gate probably built by King Ahab, an old inscription referring to King David, 
the High Place of Jeroboam where Jeroboam housed the golden 
calf and built an altar—challenging the temple in Jerusalem as 
Israel’s religious center, and the Middle Bronze Gate, the world’s 
oldest known gated archway — the gate through which Abraham 
and his 318 servants would have passed while rescuing his 
nephew, Lot, who had been taken hostage. Close by We will then 
enjoy a delicious lunch at the Kfar Blum kibbutz. The day 
concludes with a highlight of many: a two-hour behind-the-scenes 
jeep tour of the Golan Heights which begins at Mt. Bental, a key strategic center for Israel’s 
defense and the major battle ground of the 1973 Yom Kippur War. The jeep tour will provide an 
up-to-date intelligence report and an up close and factual understanding of the relationship 
between Israel and Syria. Overnight at Ron Beach. 

 

Day 7: Saturday, October 17 

From the Galilee to the Dead Sea, overnight at the Dead Sea 

We head south from the Galilee along the Jordan border until we reach the Dead Sea. Then we 
stop at the lush Ein Gedi Nature Reserve with its magnificent waterfalls and springs. Ein Gedi is 

best known for its rocks and caves that served as David’s 
refuge from the pursuit of King Saul. The final destination 
of the day is one of Israel's most popular tourist sites—
Masada!  We ascend the mountain by cable car to see the 
remains of a 23-acre fortress completed in 31 BC by Herod 
the Great. “as a refuge for himself.” This remarkable 
fortress will be imprinted in your memory forever. This 
amazing day concludes at Ein 
Bokek, the Dead Sea resort 

district. We arrive at our lavish hotel, the Isrotel Dead Sea with its 
own private beach and gym. The hotel is famous for its spa facilities 

which include a sulfur pool, massage rooms, a private sun deck, sauna and steam bath. We can relax 
and unwind—and plunge right into the Dead Sea for a one-of-a-kind floating experience, covering 
ourselves with its renowned, therapeutic mud. 



Day 8: Sunday, October 18 

West to Arad, north to the Elah Valley, up to Jerusalem, overnight in Jerusalem 

We have a leisurely, late morning departure from our Dead Sea hotel. We then head out to the 
small town of Arad, 30 minutes inland from the Dead Sea, a town offering hidden gems from 
biblical times past to modern-day wonders. Ancient Arad was the 
main center of community life in all of southern Israel during 
biblical times. Here we will visit the Fountain of Tears sculpture 
exhibit, an incredibly impactful memorial to the Holocaust, Yeshua, 
and the modern state of Israel.  We conclude our time in Arad at 

the spectacular Bedouin oasis 
of Kfar Hanokdim where you can 
immerse yourself in the Bedouin 
life and culture by participating in a short camel 
trek overlooking a beautiful mountain range and Bedouin 
village, and partaking of a traditional, lavish “Hafla” lunch, 
hosted by local Bedouin. Heading north to Jerusalem, we stop 

to view the Elah Valley, the legendary setting of the confrontation between David and Goliath. 
We continue our drive—ascending a hill to the epicenter of all human history—JERUSALEM! Our 
first stop will be an olivewood store. Then we drive up to the Mt. Scopus viewpoint with its 
spectacular views of God’s Holy City before checking in to the beautiful Dan Jerusalem hotel 
overlooking Jerusalem. 

Day 9: Monday, October 19 

Jerusalem – in and around the Old City, overnight in Jerusalem 

Our first site today is the Mt. of Olives with its amazing views 

of the Old City. This mountain was the beginning of Jesus’ 

final path of suffering, the place where He ascended into 

heaven, and the very place where He will stand at His Second 

Coming. At the foot of the Mt. of Olives, we visit the 

serene Garden of Gethsemane with its ancient olive trees, 

the actual site where Jesus agonized in prayer prior to His 

arrest. We will then make our way across the Kidron Valley where many biblical leaders from 

David to Yeshua crossed before us. We arrive at the City 

of David to view some of the most exciting archeological 

finds of the ancient world, including what is believed to be 

have been King David’s Palace. Within the Old City walls, 

we continue to the Jewish people’s most holy site in the 

world, the Western Wall (better known as the “Wailing 

Wall” - where Jews would gather the 19th century to mourn their fallen state). Time-permitting, 

we will tour some of the Jewish Quarter of the Old City and you will have some free time to 

explore the Old City. Overnight at the Dan Jerusalem.  



 

 

Day 10, Tuesday, October 20 

FREE DAY IN JERUSALEM, optional half-day excursion to Samaria, overnight in 
Jerusalem  

Tom Hughes will again provide some options for this day – it is your day to explore at your leisure! 

For an additional charge, you can join a half-day morning excursion to visit two stops in Samaria. 

The first is Tel Shiloh, one of the most significant archaeological and biblical sites in Israel. Shiloh 

was the religion center of Israel prior to Jerusalem and the location of the Tabernacle for 369 

years. The second stop is Mt. Gerizim, the ancient center of Samaritan worship where the temple 

was built to rival that of Jerusalem. Gerizim, known as the “Mount 

of Blessing,” was where tribes would gather to receive blessings 

tied to the Mosaic covenant. Those who choose to join the 

morning excursion will still have the afternoon free in Jerusalem. 

Don’t miss this dynamic evening with Tom Hughes addressing 

“The Future of Israel” and an up-to-date Israeli security briefing 

from Micky Rosenfeld, Israel’s international police spokesperson. Overnight at the Dan 

Jerusalem. 

 

 

Day 11, Wednesday, October 21 

Jerusalem museums, overnight in Jerusalem 

We begin the day at the Yad Vashem Holocaust Remembrance Center, Israel’s official memorial 

to the millions of Jewish Holocaust victims. Individual survivor testimonies are portrayed through 

audio, video, and visual displays utilizing the victims' original artifacts and personal belongings. 

Then we stop at Ben Yehuda St. to grab a bite to eat on our own.  After lunch is the Friends of 

Zion Museum which presents the story of the Jewish peoples’ dream of restoration to their 

historic homeland, alongside the story of the courageous non-Jews who assisted them in the 

realization of that dream. The story is told magnificently using ground-breaking technology.  Our 

last stop of the day is the Israel Museum to view a fascinating 50:1 scale Model of the 2nd 

Temple period Jerusalem. Here also is the awe-inspiring Shrine of the Book which houses the 

entire book of Isaiah Overnight at the Dan Jerusalem. 

 

 



Day 12, Thursday, October 22 

Old City Via Dolorosa and the Garden Tomb, overnight in Jerusalem 

The final day of our tour begins at the Garden Tomb which 

many believe to be the authentic site of the crucifixion, 

burial and resurrection of Jesus. Here, we will partake in 

communion and meditate on our Lord’s great sacrifice for 

us. From there, we walk through the Lion’s Gate into the 

Old City to view the 

excavated Pool of Bethesda, believed to be the pool 

described in John 5:2-9 where Jesus healed the 38-year 

invalid.  THEN FREE AFTERNOON IN THE OLD CITY!  Time for 

the shoppers to visit the Old City “Souq,” or marketplace. 

Most of the shops have passed through multiple generations 

of family members. Vendors from all four quarters of the Old 

City assertively sell their food, jewelry, clothes, and a myriad of souvenirs.  Here, you can bargain 

to your heart’s content! Farewell dinner and overnight at the Dan Jerusalem.  

 

Day 13, Friday, October 23 

Depart Israel; arrive at LAX 

This ends our life-changing tour with memories that will last a lifetime! We will depart Israel at 

the Ben Gurion Airport in Tel Aviv at 8:00 am on Lufthansa Flight #695. There will be a 2 ½ hour 

layover in France and we will arrive at LAX at 4:35 pm on this same day. 

 


